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Stepsin Choosng A Career

First Step: Self Assessment: “Know Thysalf”

NookrwhrE

Undestand and relate your persondity traits to career choices
Defineyour pesond values

Determineyour economic needs

Explore longe-term gods

Undestand your skill base

|dentify your preferred skill base

Express awillingnessto improve

Strategies for self-assessment may indudemeeting with a Career Counslor, taking
interest inventories such asthe StrongInterest Inventory or the Myers BriggsType
Indicator, or working throughtheexercisesin any oneof a number of booksin the CDO
library, induding What Color Is Your Parachute.

Second Step: Research Career Options

Once you have established a base of self-knowledge, the next step isto create a
knowledgebase of oppotunities available and begin the your interests to a career.

Strategies for researching career optionsindude

Informationd interviewing and networking with professiondsin areas tha
may be of interest to you

Talking with Vassar alumnae/i and utilizing V-NET
Utilizing joblistingsthrougheRecruiting and in the CDO

Surfingthe Internet for career optionsand information—induding
Spotlighton Careers, CareerSearch, and Vault.com

Participaing in internshipsor job-shadowing experiences
Scanningjob listingsfor postionstha soundinteresting

Joining and attending professiond organizationsor assodation meetings
conferences, and neworking oppatunities

Reading tradejoumads



Next Step: Job Search

A job search involves:
I Creating astrongresume and cover |etter

I Developing lists of contacts and target organizations
I Applying for postions

I Interviewing

I Doingfollow-up

Career Counglors here at the CDO are ready and available to assist you thoughthe entire
process. The Career Development Office library and webdte also contain various
handous, books articles, joumds, etc. that could aid you in this process.

Job-huning takes time and energy! Thisvaries, of course, degpending onthefield,
preparation, and dedication of thejob seeker. Geographic flexibility also significantly
impacts oneé sjob search. Many occupaionstoday require a college-educated individud
who can write and speak well, solve problems, learn new information quickly and work
well with othersonateam. This meanstha college graduaes use ther educationin a
widevariety of fields and your future career may relate more to your persond career
interests, work values, and tranderable skills than any specific academic mgjor.




What Abou Graduate School?

http://careers.vassar.edu/advice-graduae-school/

Thereasonsfor continuing oné s educationin graduae school can beas varied and
uniqueastheindividud. Many continuethar studies at an advanced level because they
smply find it difficult to end theeducationd process. They lovewha they are learning;
they want to learn more and continuether academic prepaation. Othersgoonto
graduae school for purely a practical reason: ther area of interest requires an advanced
degree.

It isimportant to carefully consder your reasonsfor going to gradude school. Graduae
schoolinvolves additiond time away from the employment market, a high degree of
critical evaludion, significant autonony as you pursue your studies, and a consderable
finanda expenditure. For some studentsin dodoral programs, there may be additiond
life choice issues, such asrelationships marriage and parenthoodtha may present real
chdlenges while in a program of study.

Thing about thefollowing questionswhen making this decision:

I Areyou podponing toughdecisionsby goingto school?

I Haveyoudonesome “handson” redlity testing?

I Do youneed an advanced degree to work in your field?

I Have you compared your expectationsof what graduae school will dofor
you with what it has donefor dumni of the program you are consdering?

I Have youtalked with people in your field to explore wha you might be
doing after gradude school?

I Areyouexcited by theidea of studyingin thefield you have in mind?

Graduae school is NOT a career choice—it isatool to reach or advance your career
gods. Be sureto ask yourself why you are going to graduae school and wha you want
todo with the
degree.




English Alumni Career Choices

Here is a sampling of the many career pahsVassar dumnae/i have pursued with thar
undegraduae degree in English (may have pursued further education). Some of these
career choices are closly related to thar major, while others are not If you would like to
talk to alumnag/i and ask them questionsaboutthear careers, feel freeto usetheV-NET
database throughthe AAVC webgte at hitp://www.aavc.vassar.edu.

Education — Collegg/Univer sity, Teacher — Languaée/Linguistics at the University of
Torino, Italy, Class of 1966

Education — Collegg/Univer sity, Assodate Professor in Education and Women’s
Studies at the University of Oklahomg, Class of 1973

Education — Secondary, K-12 Program Development and Assistant Supeintendent at
Amhest Pelham Regiond School, Massachu<tts, Class of 1969

Publishing/Printing, Sales Representative/Agent, Self-employed (Represents an Italian
printer/publisher of art, phobgraphy, and architecture bookg, Class of 1978

Film/Video Industry, Senior Technical Director a SONY Pictures/Imagesworks,
California, Class of 1987

Hotel/Restaur ant/Catering, Resident Innkegper at Captain Lindsy House Inn, Class of
1987

Investment/Financial Service, Lead Portfolio Manager at Nelson Capital Management,
Classof 1983

Journalism (Print), General Coungl at TheNew Y orker Magazine, Inc., Class of 1988

Judicial/Law Enforcement, Teen Victim Advoaite, Counsling Services Unit at the
Office of the Digtrict Attorney KingsCounty, Class of 2003



CDO Library Resources for English Majors

Thefollowing booksand many more can befoundin the CDO Library:

100Best Careersfor Writers and Artists by Shdly Field, 1998.

2006Writer’s Market: Where & Howto Sdl What You Write by Kathryn S. Brogan,
2005.

AWP Official Guideto Writing Programs, Eighth Edition by D.W. Fenza & Gwyn
McVay, 1997.

BookPublishing Career Directory by Bradley Morgan, 1993

Careersfor Writers & Others Who Have a Way with Words by Robeat W. Bly, 2003

Career Opportunitiesin the Publishing Indugry by Fred Yager & Jan Yager, 2005.

Career Opportunities for Writers by Rosemary Guiley & Janet Frick, 200Q

Current Jobsin Writing, Editing, & Communicationsby Foger Oppottunities, Inc.,
monthly.

Great Jobsfor English Majors by Julie DeGalan & Stephen Lambert, 1994

Guideto BookPublishers, Editors & Literary Agents by Jeff Herman, 2006

Jobsfor English Majors and Other Snart People by JohnMunshauer, 1991.

Jourmalism Internship Guidefor College Sudents, Theby RA Publishing, 1997

Making it in Book Publishing by Leonad Mogd, 1996.

Vault Career Guideto Journalism & Information Media by Stephen Warley & theVault
Staff, 2005.

English Related Webstes

Vassar College Department of English: http://english.vassar.edu/

Gengd

IngdeEnglish:
http://www.students.vcu.edu/ExploreCareers/ CC/CCHSeng.html

CDO Webgte Education section:
http://careers.vassar.edu/majorg/linkgenglish.htm

United States Department of Labor Occupdaiond Outlook Handbook:
http://www.bls.govoco/

Careersfor Endish Mgors:
http://www.ku.edu/~uces/majorexploration/english.shtml

Kaleidoscopeof Careers, English:
http://www.ms .eduwacademics/services/ careerplan/career/careerguideengl
ish/

Wha Can | doWith an English Mgor?
http://careers.wcu.edu/major/english.htm
http://www.umanitobaca/student/couns! lingMWhaCanlDo/english.html

Career Opportunities with an English Mgjor:
http://www.mscd.edu/~career/english.htm

TheWrite Jobs http://www.writejobsconV




English Related Webstes cont

Writer’ s Guideto Finding Jobs http://www.sunoasis.comvtutorial.html
Writer’ s Write: http://www.writerswrite.comy

Author Link: http://www.authorlink.convindex.html

Freelance Online http://www.FreelanceOnline.comvindex1.html

Joumadism, Publishing, Editing

LACN Spotlighton Careers Joumdism:
http://www.spotlightoncareers.org/Joumdism/index.html

LACN Spotlight on Careers Publishing:
http://www.spotlightoncareers.org/Publishing/index.htm

JoumdismJobs http://www.joumdismjobscom/

Book Jobs http://www.bookjobscom/

Newspgoe Career Bank: http://www.naa.org/classified/index.html

Publisher’s Weekly: hitp://www.publishersweekly.com/

Future Publishing: http://www.futurenet.comv/futureonlingjobgdefault.asp

Editsuite: http://www.editsuite.com/jobd

Joumdism Internships (Print/Broadcasting):
http://www.uwrf.edujoumdism/printinternshipshtm
http://www.uwrf.edujoumdism/broadinternshipshtm
http://www.elu.edu®o67Ejoumad/text/jobgintern.html

ED2010:http://www.ed2010comvindex.html

American Copy Editors Sodety: http://groupsyahoo.com/group/ACESjobd

Copy Editor: http://www.copyeditor.com/copy/copy.asp

Editor and Publisher: http://www.editorandpublsher.com/eandpindex.jsp

Bogon College Career Center on Joumdism:
http://www.bc.edu/offices/careers/careers/careerfiddgjoumdism/

Job Link for Joumdists. http://newslink.org/joblink/

Internaiond Center for Joumdists: http://www.icfj.org/

MediaLinks http://www.columbia.edu/cullatino/maggMedialinkshtm

Undedown: http://www.undedown.org/

American Sodety of Newspgper Editors: http://www.asneorg/index.cim?d=2

The Assodation of American Publishers. hitp://www.publishers.org/index.cfm

The Slot (for Copy Editors): http://www.thes ot.com/

US Department of Labor (Occupaion Outlook Handbook)for Writers and
Editors: http://www.bls.gov/oco/ocog089 htm

US Depatment of Labar (Occupdion Outlook Handbook)for Publishing:
http://www.bls.govoco/cg/cg013htm

The Joumdistic Resources: http://www.markovits.con/joumdism/

The Sodety of Professiond Joumdists. http://spj.org/

Thelnternaiond Fedeation of Joumdists. http://www.ifj.org/




English Related Webstes cont

Teaching

H-Net: http://www.h-net.org/jobsd

New Y ork City Teaching Fellows:
http://www.nydeachingfellows.org/

Readak Eductiond Services:
http://www.readak.conv

Educationd Resources Group (ERG):
http://ergteach.com/

Carney, Sandoe and Assodates:
http://www.carneysandoeconvVDefault.asp?hq=1

Teach for America
http://www.teachforamerica.org/suppoters ny.html

CDO Resources:; hitp://careers.vassar.edufresources/

Graduate School Information

CDO Webste for Graduae Schools: http://careers.vassar.edu/advice-graduae-school/
CDO Graduae School Career Briefs: http://careers.vassar.edu/downloadable-handout/
Gradschools.com: http://gradschools.com/

GradProfiles: hitp://www.gradprofiles.cony

PhD Info.org: http://www.phdinfofind.org/

Peterson Guides to Gradude and Professiond Schools: http://www.peersonscony
*Founddion Center Grants To Individuds: http://gtionlinefdncenter.org/

Internships

eRecruiting: http://vassar.erecruiting.comver/security/login.jsp
Y ou mug attend an eRecruiting orientation with the CDO before you can
access thesite.

*Nationd Internshipscom: http://internships com/accessPremium.cfm

*I nternships USA: http://www.internships-usa.com

*Please refer to theupdded CDO password sheet to access this site.



General Career Webgtes

*Career Search: http://www.careersearch.net/vassar/
eRecruiting: http://vassar.erecruiting.comver/security/login.jsp
Y ou mug attend an eRecruiting orientation with the CDO before you can
accessthedite.
*Going Globd: http://onlinegoinglobd.com
*L ACN (Liberal Arts Career NetWORK) Job/nternship Database:
http://www.lacn-group org/
*MongerTrak: http://www.mongertrak.monger.conv
Occupaiond Outlook Handbook:http://www.bls.gov/oco/
Princeton Review’s Guide To Y our Career: http://www.princetonreview.convcte/
Riley Guide http://www.rileyguideconV
*Spotlight On Careers. http://www.spotlightoncareers.org/
Vassar College Career Development Office: http://careers.vassar.edu/
*V/ ault.com: http://www.vault.com/cb/careerlib/careerlib_main.jspdarefer=397
Venture: http://www.theventureconsrtium.org/public_interest/exploring php
Wetfeet: http://www.wetfeet.conV/

*Please refer to the updded CDO password sheet to access this site.



